
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

It has been brought to my attention that the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, Prime Minister, has issued a Media 
Release titled “A dastardly attempt to use legal arguments to block government finances and sabotage 
the anti-Coronavirus campaign” which contains numerous false and malicious allegations.  

It is a matter of record that the Government which assumed office after the Presidential Election held on 
16th November 2019 did not pass an Appropriation Bill (Budget) for the year 2020. One of the primary 
responsibilities of the Parliament is to make financial allocations, and to this end it is the duty of the 
Minister of Finance and the Cabinet of Ministers to present a Budget in Parliament. 

Upon my assuming office as Leader of the Opposition, I invited the government to present a budget in 
line with the financial proposals contained in the manifesto of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, and stated 
that we would support same. This was especially as we, as a democratic party, wished to respect the 
mandate of the people. 

However, despite Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa assuming office as Prime Minister in November 2019, he failed 
and neglected to pass an Appropriation Bill (Budget) for the year 2020.  

In February 2020 the Government of Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa sought to seek approval for a Resolution 
on Public Finance. The Resolution was in two parts. The first part was to seek approval for expenditure, 
the second was to raise the debt ceiling. 

As a responsible opposition we agreed to support the first part of the resolution (to seek approval for 
expenditure), but could not agree to raising the debt ceiling, as the ceiling on foreign loans would be 
further raised, causing a burden on succeeding generations. This was especially as there was no rationale 
forthcoming for such a raise in the debt ceiling. 

However, rather than adopting the first part of the Resolution, the Government withdrew the Resolution 
in its entirety. 

I reiterate that the Government thus failed and neglected to carry out an important constitutional duty, 
that of securing parliamentary approval for public finance. 

I must further reiterate that we have been fully supportive of all efforts taken by the Government to 
combat the coronavirus. I specifically deny the false and malicious allegation that we sought to obstruct 
the quarantine process. 

However, in this regard I am compelled to also reiterate that the threat posed by the coronavirus was 
known, and in fact highlighted by me in Parliament in January and February. My requests that the 
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